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Fred Warner's German Restaurant, located at 136 Darrows Lane in Cresaptown, Allegany County, Maryland, is a two-and-a-half-
story, circa-1928, side-gabled, frame, German-American restaurant situated on the east side of the McMullen Highway (US 220). 
The original rectangular footprint remains intact, and the building is oriented on an east-west axis. 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant is the only restaurant building of its kind located in Allegany County, Maryland. In 1928, the 
building was erected by Fred M. Warner Sr., to serve as a local grocery store and cafe. The building was converted to a restaurant 
in 1948 by Fred M. Warner Jr., and his wife, Marian. It is likely around this time that Germanic detailing (faux timbering, wood 
shingles, and window boxes) was applied to the east and west elevations. Subsequent updates were made to the rear elevation after 
1970, and a beer garden was added in the 1980s. The restaurant closed in 2004 and is currently for sale. During its period of use 
as a grocery (1928-1948) and as a restaurant (1948-2004) the building became a destination not only for the community of 
Cresaptown but for a wide array of travelers along McMullen Highway (US 220). (For a more detailed architectural description, 
history and list of references, see Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties form, AL-VI-A-355, on file at the Maryland Historical 
Trust, Crownsville, Maryland). 
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Significance Evaluation: 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant, located at 136 Darrows Lane, continues to convey its original use as a mixed-use commercial 
and residential property located in Cresaptown, Allegany County, Maryland. The building was erected to serve the local 
community and travelers along US 220 (McMullen Highway). 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association, and: 

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns or our history; or 
B. that are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or 
C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the 

work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

D. that have yielded or may be likely to yield information important in history or prehistory. 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant, located at 136 Darrows Lane, is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion A for its local significance as it served as a meeting place for the community and became a prominent stopping 
point for travelers along US 220 during its period of use as a restaurant (1948-2004). 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant is not eligible under Criterion B as it has no known association with individuals of local 
historical importance. 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant retains some architectural integrity from the period of significance with a few alterations and 
modifications; the building has replacement windows, shutters, and roofing, as well as modern additions on the north and east 
elevations. However, the building cannot be considered to embody the distinctive characteristics of imitation Germanic 
architecture, as its stylistic detailing is limited to faux timbering, window boxes, and wood shingles, which are applied to a 
common twentieth-century vernacular dwelling form. Better-articulated examples of architecture evocative of Germany have been 
identified in Maryland and include the former Haussner's Restaurant and the Hansa House office building, both located in 
Baltimore. Despite the retention of integrity of design, location, association, and feeling, the building does not embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, nor does it represent the work of a master or possess high 
artistic values. Therefore, Warner's German Restaurant is not eligible under Criterion C. 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant was not evaluated for eligibility under Criterion D as part of the current investigation. 

The building retains sufficient integrity of setting and location, retaining its corner location along the heavily-traveled US 220. 
Although there have been additions to the rear elevation, these additions do not significantly detract from the overall design of the 
building as they are relatively small in size compared to the scale of the building and are not visible from US 220. Generally, the 
form of the building, as erected in 1928, is recognizable. The replacement of windows and shutters compromise integrity of 
materials and workmanship. Integrity of feeling and association is enhanced by the retention of integrity of design, location, and 
setting. 
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Fred Warner's German Restaurant 
AL-VI-A-355 
136 Darrows Lane, Cresaptown 
Ca. 1928 
Private 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant is a two-and-a-half-story, c/rca-1928, side-gabled, 

frame, German-American restaurant. The building operated as a restaurant from 1948 

until it in 2004. Currently for sale, the building was erected to serve the local community 

and travelers along the McMullen Highway (US 220). 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant, located at 136 Darrows Lane, is eligible for listing in 

the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its local significance as it 

served as a meeting place for the community and became a prominent stopping point for 

travelers along US 220 during its period of use as a restaurant (1948-2004).. 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant retains some architectural integrity from the period of 

significance with a few alterations and modifications. However, the building cannot be 

considered to embody the distinctive characteristics of imitation Germanic architecture, 

as its stylistic detailing is limited to faux timbering, window boxes, and wood shingles, 

which are applied to a common twentieth-century vernacular dwelling form. Therefore, 

Warner's German Restaurant is not eligible under Criterion C. 

During its period of use as a restaurant (1948-2004), the building operated as the 

principal meeting place for the community and became a prominent stopping point for 

travelers along US 220. 
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1. Name of Property Fred Warner's German Restaurant 

historic Fred Warner's German Restaurant 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 136 Darrows Lane not for publication 

city, town Cresaptown vicinity 

county Allegany 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Fred M. Warner Jr. 

street and number 2509 Allison Drive telephone 941-922-4852 

city, town Sarasota state FL zip code 34239-4840 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Allegany County Courthouse liber 542 folio 235 

city, town Cumberland tax map 2C tax parcel 9 tax ID number 023561 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
Other: 

6. Classification 

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count 
district public agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing 

X buildinq(s) X private commerce/trade recreation/culture buildings 
structure both defense religion sites 
site domestic social structures 
object education transportation objects 

funerary work in progress Total 
government unknown 
health care X vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources 
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description Inventory No. AL-VI-A-355 

Condition 

excellent deteriorated 
X good ruins 

fair altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant, located at 136 Darrows Lane in Cresaptown, Allegany County, Maryland, is an example of a 
German-American restaurant that served as a popular stopping point along US 220 and as a gathering place for the Cresaptown 
community from 1948-2004. The lot that the building occupies comprises approximately 8,392.00 square feet and is located at the 
northeast corner of the intersection of Oakwood Street and US 220 (McMullen Highway). The building has had minor alterations 
since its conversion to a restaurant in 1948 and stands in relatively good condition. 

Exterior Description 

The restaurant building faces west and is situated on the east side of McMullen Highway (US 220). The original rectangular footprint 
remains intact, and the building is oriented on an east-west axis. Several post-1970 additions are situated on the east (rear) and north 
elevations of the building. Brown asphalt shingles cover the low-pitched gable roof, which features shed extensions on the west and 
east elevations. 

The side-gable restaurant building, built circa-\92S as a grocery store and cafe, is a representative example of the commercial-
residential vernacular design of its period. The first two floors served as commercial space, while the upper floor served as residential 
space. Outside the restaurant, the gradient rises gently from the north to the south end of the property, giving the dwelling the 
appearance of a two-and-a-half-story building at the north elevation and one-and-a-half-story building on a raised basement at the 
south elevation. The west (front) elevation consists of two bays while the north and south elevations each contain three bays. Brick 
trim provides a quoin effect at the corners of the south and north elevations and form lintels for the basement-level window openings 
on both side elevations as well. A tall brick chimney rises from the northeast corner of the building. 

Most of the original structure is of masonry construction composed of rusticated concrete block. It appears that the frame additions at 
the second-story level of the west and east elevations were constructed after the concrete block portion of the building, perhaps during 
the mid 1930s after the Cresaptown fire earlier in the decade destroyed a large portion of the original building.' Further evidence of 
this interpretation is visible in the raised basement of the original section which extends to support the rear first-story frame section 
included under the shed roof extension. 

Both the front (west) and rear (east) first-story frame portions are surfaced with a combination of modern stucco and board intended to 
resemble traditional Germanic half-timber construction. The board is arranged in simple geometric patterns. The west elevation of 
the basement level is clad in stone-masonry veneer. 

A ground-level, front-gabled entry pavilion, roofed with wooden shingles and scalloped trim above the entrance door, extends forward 
from the north end of the west elevation and also appears to be a later addition to the facade of the building. This structure, which 
provides the main entry into the building, is clad in stonework veneer that varies in character from the veneer that covers the 
basement-level of the main block. A wooden plaque attached to the south elevation of the entry reads "Fred Warner's: One of 
Maryland's 50 Historic Restaurants." Below the wooden plaque is a granite block set into the wall that reads "Fred Warner's German 
Restaurant Seit 1928." A metal sign that reads "WILLKOMMEN" extends outward directly above the single-leaf wooden door on the 
west elevation of the entry block. 

The second story of the west elevation consists of two evenly spaced bays, each containing one single-light, aluminum, tripartite 
window. Wooden window boxes, which hold plastic flowers, are located at the sill line of each window. A broad gabled dormer, clad 
in wooden shingles and containing two evenly spaced, six-over-six light, double-hung sash, aluminum windows, projects from the 
center of the roof slope to complete the west elevation. 

1 Warner, Marian. Fred Warner's German Restaurant: Traditions and Memories, 70th Anniversary Edition, (Originally published in 
1988 by Fred and Marian Warner: Cresaptown, MD), History section, page 1. 
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The south elevation contains three bays. The basement level fenestration consists of two fixed-sash windows holding twenty opaque 
glass blocks. The westernmost bay of the second story of the south elevation contains a single, six-over-six light, double-hung sash 
aluminum window, while the remaining two bays contain a single-light tripartite aluminum window. Two, evenly spaced, six-over-
six light, double-hung sash, aluminum windows are situated in the gable, which is clad in wooden shingles. A pair of louvered 
aluminum shutters flanks each window on the second and upper stories of the south elevation, and wooden window boxes, which hold 
plastic flowers, are also located at the sill line of each window. 

The east (rear) elevation of the building was partially inaccessible during the site visit; however, what could be seen appears to 
predominantly mirror the fenestration patterns visible on the west (front) elevation. The east elevation contains an open porch area, 
clad in stucco and timber framing, on the ground-level. A broad, gabled dormer, clad in wooden shingles and containing two evenly 
spaced, six-over-six light, double-hung sash, aluminum windows, projects from the center of the roof slope. A pair of wooden 
shutters flanks each window. 

The north elevation of the building consists of three bays. The second story of the north elevation consists of three, unevenly spaced, 
six-over-six light, double-hung sash, aluminum windows. Two evenly spaced six-over-six light, double-hung sash, aluminum 
windows rest underneath the gable, which is clad in wooden shingles. A set of paired, one-over-one light, double-hung sash, 
aluminum windows rest in the basement level of the north elevation. 

A one-story, two-bay, c/rca-1980 addition, clad in stone veneer and capped with a wooden-shingle-covered shed roof, extends 
eastward from the north elevation of the building. The addition extends eastward to provide service space for the beer garden, which 
was constructed in the backyard of the restaurant in the early 1980s. The beer garden features a row of small-scale, faux half-timbered 
buildings at the east end. A fence of lattice work measuring approximately five feet in height encloses the beer garden. 

Interior Description 

The interior of Fred Warner's German Restaurant was inaccessible during the site visit although an interview with the current owners, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Warner, Jr., indicated that except for the replacement of the flooring and updates to the kitchen space little to no 
changes have occurred on the interior since it was converted to a restaurant in 1948.2 

Surrounding Landscape 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant sits between two secondary streets that run closely adjacent to one another, with Darrows Lane to 
the north of the restaurant lot and Oakwood Street to the south. A small asphalt parking area comprising a row of four spaces is 
located immediately in front (west) of the restaurant, intervening between the building and McMullen Highway (US 220). A gravel 
parking area for the property is located to the south of the restaurant across Oakwood Street, which runs along the south elevation of 
the building. A residential area consisting of relatively small dwellings dating to the mid-twentieth century extends eastward along 
Darrows Lane and Oakwood Street. The immediate setting for the property is that of commercial strip and residential development 
fronting on the highway. 

2 Personal telephone interview with Marian Warner, February 22, 2006 



8. Significance Inventory No. AL-VI-A-355 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 

1600-1699 agriculture economics health/medicine performing arts 
1700-1799 archeology education industry philosophy 
1800-1899 architecture engineering invention politics/government 

X 1900-1999 art entertainment/ landscape architecture religion 
2000- X commerce recreation law science 

communications ethnic heritage literature social history 
community planning exploration/ maritime history transportation 
conservation settlement military other: 

Specific dates Unknown Architect/Builder Unknown 

Construction dates 1928, ca. 1948 

Evaluation for: 

X National Register Maryland Register not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

History and Significance 

German Restaurants in Maryland 

The establishment of restaurants devoted to German-American cuisine was seemingly bolstered after World War II as a result of GIs 
returning home from the various regions of Germany in which they were stationed. These returning soldiers sought to recreate the 
distinct atmosphere of the ethnically rich German restaurants that they frequented during their tours of duty. Furthermore, Maryland's 
rich German heritage fostered and supported many attributions to German culture, such as the German-American restaurant. 

The purpose of the German-American restaurant is to create: a truly ethic atmosphere through the use of German architecture at the 
exterior; interior decor; staff wearing traditional German dress; the creation of outside dining and entertaining spaces called beer 
gardens or "Biergarten"; and the offering of a wide selection of German foods and beverages. Traditional German holidays, such as 
Oktoberfest, are observed by celebrations of food and drink. More recently, some of these restaurants have become tourist attractions 
in their own right, hosting bus tours on specific weekends. Today, there are nine operating German restaurants in Maryland.3 

Likely the most well-known German restaurant in Maryland was Haussner's Restaurant, located at 3244 Eastern Avenue, Baltimore 
City, in a building that was designed to be evocative of Germanic architecture. Another exceptional example of a building containing 
notable details of Germanic architecture in Maryland is the Hansa Hauss, which was erected in 1907 to serve as office space for a 
German company and was located at 2 East Redwood Street, Baltimore. The gable front building form and numerous architectural 
details, including imitation timbering, are evocative of the Bavarian region of Germany.4 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant 

Fred Warner's German Restaurant is the only restaurant building of its kind located in Allegany County, Maryland. In 1928, the 
building was erected by Fred M. Warner Sr., to serve as a local grocery store and cafe. The building was converted to a restaurant in 
1948. It is likely around this time that Germanic detailing (faux timbering, wood shingles, and window boxes) was applied to the east 
and west elevations. Subsequent updates were made to the rear elevation after 1970, and a beer garden was added in the 1980s. The 
restaurant closed in 2004 and is currently for sale. During its period of use as a grocery (1928-1948) and as a restaurant (1948-2004) 
the building became a destination not only for the community of Cresaptown but for a wide array of travelers along McMullen 
Highway (US 220). 

3 German-American Restaurants; accessible from www.german-american.com/restaurants.htm; accessed 14 February 2006. 
4 Baltimore County Legacy Web; accessible from http://external.bcpl.lib.md.us/hcdo/w_home.html; accessed 14 February 2006. 

http://www.german-american.com/restaurants.htm
http://external.bcpl.lib.md.us/hcdo/w_home.html
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The former restaurant/dwelling located at 136 Darrows Lane was part of Lot Number 5 of the Cresap Park subdivision, which was 
created by the Hume O. Annan Real Estate Company on November 5, 1926.5 Henry McKee Sr. and his wife, Charlotte, purchased 
Lot No. 5 (at the corner of Oakwood Street and US 220) and the adjacent lot to the north (Lot No. 6) in 1926 and subsequently sold it 
to Fred M. and Retta J. Warner for $10.00.6 It appears that Fred M. and Retta Warner constructed the building that occupies the 
corner lot soon thereafter. A grocery store, which also included a small carry-out cafe selling soups and breads made by the Warners, 
operated on the first floor, while the upstairs served as a residence. 

Fred M. Warner Sr. died and vested the property to his wife, Retta J. Warner, who died on September 22, 1959.8 By will, Mrs. 
Warner subsequently devised the property to her son, Fred M. Warner, Jr.9 

In 1948, Fred Warner, Jr. and his wife, Marian, married, converted the grocery store to a German restaurant, and come to occupy the 
upstairs residence during the same year. The Warners established a German restaurant in this location for a number of reasons. Fred 
Warner served a tour of duty with the army in Germany during World War II and the restaurants he frequented left a lasting 
impression. The Warners were also aware of the settlement of the Cumberland area by immigrants from Germany in the mid-
eighteenth century. The decision to open the restaurant was clenched by the Warners' viewing of the movie GI Blues, starring Elvis 
Presley, whose plot line includes the opening of a restaurant.10 

Over its history of operation (1948-2004), the restaurant served as a local meeting place for travelers along US 220. According to Mrs. 
Warner, the restaurant's guestbook "carries the names of celebrities in business, sports, government, entertainment, education, and 
theology," including almost every Maryland governor, as well as other celebrities such as Mary Lou Rhetton and Barbara Mandrell." 
Mrs. Warner recalls baking 12 bee sting cakes that were picked up via helicopter and transported to Washington D.C., where they 
were enjoyed by President Kennedy and members of Congress in the early 1960s. '2 Several years later, Coretta Scott King patronized 
the restaurant during a visit to nearby Frostburg State University.13 

The restaurant, which sat 80, also served the local community, hosting weddings, christenings, family reunions, and parties. 
According to Marian Warner, "the garden [was] open for gatherings, weddings, celebrations, meetings, etc., at no charge for its use."14 

Furthermore, on prom nights, the restaurant would close to regular customers and open only for prom goers. Parents knew that the 
restaurant would not serve alcohol, so this became a tradition for many of the local area high school students.15 

In the early 1980s, the Warners added the beer garden to the rear of the lot to accommodate an Oktoberfest celebration. Marian 
Warner recalls in Fred Warner's German Restaurant: Traditions and Memories, 70" Anniversary Edition, "Local people not only 
come [to our fests], but guests come from hundreds of miles away. . .some come and spend the weekend and we make their motel 

5 Allegany County Land Record Liber 154; Folio 266 
6 Allegany County Land Record Liber 158; Folio 220 
7 Telephone interview with Marian Warner, February 22, 2006 
8 Allegany County Orphans Court Record Liber 8, Folio 161 
9 Ibid. 
10 Telephone interview with Marian Warner, February 22, 2006 
11 Fred Warner's German Restaurant: Traditions and Memories, 70th Anniversary Edition, 1998: History section, page 2 
12 O'Brien, Dawn, et al., page 180 
13 Telephone interview with Marian Warner, February 22, 2006 
14 Fred Warner's German Restaurant: Traditions and Memories, 70th Anniversary Edition, 1998: History section, page 3 
15 Telephone interview with Marian Warner, February 22, 2006 
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reservations for them."16 The restaurant closed permanently in 2004 when the Warners retired to Florida. The building is currently for 
sale.'7 

The building has undergone minor changes since its erection 1928. On the exterior, new windows, shutters, and replacement roofing 
have been added to imitate previous features, and additions have been made to provide for the expansion of the restaurant space. 
According to Marian Warner, throughout its operation, the restaurant became "a local landmark and part of history in a small, great 
town—Cresaptown."18 

16 Fred Warner's German Restaurant: Traditions and Memories, 70'1' Anniversary Edition, 1998: Buffet and Fests section, page 1. 
Telephone Interview with Marian Warner, February 22, 2006. 
Fred Warner's German Restaurant: Traditions and Memories, 7 Of Anniversary Edition, 1998: Present History section, page 1. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 8.329.00 square feet 
Acreage of historical setting 8.329.00 square feet 
Quadrangle name Cresaptown Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The National Register boundary for Fred Warner's German Restaurant includes the existing tax parcel (023561). This boundary 
provides sufficient setting for the resource and encompasses all the historic features of the property that directly contribute to its 
period of significance (1948-1956) as is required by Defining Boundaries for National Register Properties (National Park Service 
1997). 

11 . Form Prepared by 

name/title Barbara Frederick, Philip Pendleton, and Emma Young 

organization A.D. Marble & Company date March 24, 2006 

street & number 10989 Red Run Blvd., Suite 209 telephone 410-902-1421 

city or town Owings Mills state Maryland 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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